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Christ Our King 

1. The deep roots of Jesus’ kingship  

a. The OT shows how desperately God’s people need a Righteous King (Judges 

17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25). 

b. The OT predicted that Messiah would come as King (Zechariah 9:9). 

c. The OT promised Christ’s eternal reign as the true King of Jerusalem (2 Samuel 

7:12-13) 

2. How does Christ exercise His authority as King? 

a. By subduing us to himself, in ruling and defending us, and in restraining and 

conquering all his and our enemies (Shorter Catechism, 26).  

b. Larger Catechism, 45. How does Christ execute the office of a king? Answer: 

Christ executes the office of a king, in calling out of the world a people to 

himself, and giving them officers, laws, and censures, by which he visibly 

governs them; in bestowing saving grace upon his elect, rewarding their 

obedience, and correcting them for their sins, preserving and supporting them 

under all their temptations and sufferings, restraining and overcoming all their 

enemies, and powerfully ordering all things for his own glory, and their good; 

and also in taking vengeance on the rest, who know not God, and obey not the 

gospel. 

 

3. Christ’s Mediatorial Kingship 

a. Essential dominion: Along with the Father and the Holy Spirit, Christ naturally 

shares the dominion of God over all His creation (Psalm 103:19). 

b. Mediatorial dominion: the authority given to Christ as the God-man to rule over 

all things in heaven and on earth, for the glory of God, and for the 

accomplishment of His plan of salvation (Psalm 2, 110; Daniel 7:13-14; Matthew 

28:18).  

4. Christ exercised His reign for our salvation 

a. Jesus went to the cross as a conquering King (Matthew 27:29; Col. 2:15) 
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5. Christ is King over all creation 

a. Christ is the source, sustainer, and goal of all created reality (Colossians 1:15-17; 

Isaiah 40:26).  

b. “There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over 

which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry, ‘Mine!’” – Abraham 

Kuyper 

6. Christ is King of the Church 

a. The source of church authority is King Jesus (Matthew 28:18). 

b. Christ rules over his church by granting authority to church officers (Ephesians 

4:11).  

c. The exercise of church authority is designed by Christ to serve the well-being of 

those under its care (Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:1-3). 

d. The authority given to the church is to be directed by God’s Word.  

i. Church officers act as judges, not legislative committees.  

e. All who are entrusted with authority are ultimately accountable to Christ who 

gave that authority (Hebrews 13:17; James 3:1).  

f. The flock is called to respect, honor, and submit to those who rule on Christ’s 

behalf (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13). 

7. Christ’s loving care and rule as the Great-Shepherd is the model for under-shepherds 

a. The shepherd knows his sheep (Acts 20:28; John 10:14-15; Revelation 2-3) 

b. The shepherd feeds his sheep (John 21:15-19; Matthew 4:4) 

c. The shepherd protects his sheep (Psalm 23) 

d. The shepherd loves sheep (John 10:11) 

e. The shepherd leads his sheep (Psalm 23:4; Acts 20:28-29; 1 Peter 5:1-3) 


