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Christ Our High Priest 

1. Christ’s High Priestly Work 

Shorter Catechism, Q. 25 How does Christ execute the office of a priest? A. Christ 

executes the office of a priest, in his once offering up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy 

divine justice, and reconcile us to God, and in making continual intercession for us. 

a. Christ’s finished priestly work: his sacrificial death 

b. Christ’s ongoing priestly work: his current intercession for us (Romans 8:34; 

Hebrews 7:25; Hebrews 9:24) 

2. Why was it required that Christ be both fully God and fully man to accomplish His 

Priestly work?  

a. Truly man 

i. Gregory of Nazianzus (329-389/90), “That which has not been assumed 

cannot be redeemed.” See Hebrews 10:4-14. 

ii. Because Christ is fully man, he is able to sympathize with us in our 

weaknesses (Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:15). 

b. Truly God 

i. Christ’s deity made his meritorious death of infinite value.  

3. Christ’s finished High Priestly work – Hebrews 2:10-18 

a. Our High Priest delivers us from the guilt of our sin (2:9-10). 

b. Our High Priest delivers us from the bondage of our sin (2:14). 

c. Our High Priest delivers us from the fear of death (2:15). 

d. Our High Priest delivers us from the wrath of God (2:17). 

4. Christ’s ongoing High Priestly work – Hebrews 2:11-13; 8:1-2 
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a. Our High Priest leads us in corporate worship: 

i. By ministering His Word to us (2:12a); 

ii. By leading us in praise (2:12b); 

iii. By presenting us to the Father (2:13). 

b. Our High Priest makes continual intercession for us (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; 

9:24; 1 John 2:1). 

5. Truth for the Christian life: understanding and applying Christ’s High Priestly work 

(Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:15; 5:7-10) 

a. You have a sympathetic High Priest who understands your struggles (4:15). 

b. You have a Savior who understands submissive obedience to God’s will (5:7). 

c. You have a High Priest who knows suffering and the fruit it produces (5:8-9). 

d. You have a High Priest who is the source of salvation to all those who obey him 

(5:9).  

Heidelberg Catechism Q. 1, What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

 

A. That I am not my own, 

but belong—body and soul, 

in life and in death—to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, 

and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. 

He also watches over me in such a way 

that not a hair can fall from my head 

without the will of my Father in heaven; 

in fact, all things must work together for my salvation. 

 

Because I belong to him, 

Christ, by his Holy Spirit, 

assures me of eternal life 

and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready 

from now on to live for him. 

 


