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The Angel of the LORD 

1. The Angel of the LORD is the Son of God, the second person of the Trinity 

a. The Angel claims divine authority (Genesis 16:10). 

b. The Angel swears by himself (Genesis 22:15-17). 

c. The Angel is a distinct, divine person (2 Samuel 24:16; Zechariah 1:12). 

d. The Angel exhibits and possesses divine attributes (Genesis 16; Exodus 23:21). 

e. The Angel performs divine actions (Judges 2:1; 5:23; 2 Kings 19:25). 

f. The Angel receives worship (Judges 6:18-22). 

g. The Angel is identified as God (Genesis 16:13; 22:12; 31:13; Judges 13:21-22). 

“If this were a casual matter, if in one or two instances the messenger spoke in the name of him 

who sent him, we might assume that the person thus designated was an ordinary angel or 

minister of God. But when this is a pervading representation of the Bible; when we find that 

these terms are applied, not first to one, and then to another angel indiscriminately, but to one 

particular angel; that the person so designated is also called the Son of God, the Mighty God; 

that the work attributed to him is elsewhere attributed to God himself; and that in the New 

Testament, this manifested Jehovah, who led his people under the Old Testament economy, is 

declared to be the Son of God, the [Word], who was manifested in the flesh, it becomes certain 

that by the angel of the Lord in the early books of Scripture, we are to understand a divine 

person, distinct from the Father.” – Charles Hodge  

2. The appearances of the Angel of the LORD – not an exhaustive list  

a. Genesis 16: Hagar 

b. Genesis 17: Abraham and Sarah 

c. Genesis 22: Abraham and Isaac  

d. Exodus 3: Moses and the burning bush 

e. Numbers 22: Balaam and his donkey 

f. Judges 2: the people of Israel 

g. Judges 13: Samson’s parents  

h. 2 Kings 19: the Assyrian army  

i. Psalm 34:7: the Angel defends and delivers  

j. Psalm 35: the Angel pursues and defeats his enemies 

k. Zechariah 3: Joshua the High Priest and Satan  
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l. Malachi 3:1: the Angel is the LORD  

3. Learning from the appearances of the Angel of the LORD 

a. The Angel appears to his people to communicate grace. 

b. The appearances highlight Christ’s constant activity in the Old Testament. 

c. The appearances pre-figure Christ’s judgment upon the wicked.  

d. The appearances reveal the Son of God’s longing to be with His people. 

i. A. W. Pink, “The Son of God graciously adopted such methods to indicate 

how much he longed for the fullness of time when he should put away their 

sins and bring in an everlasting righteousness for them.” 

 


