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1. Recap: gender, marriage, sex as God intended it (Genesis1-2) 

a. Gender: male and female after God’s own image; equal in humanity, differences in 

roles (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15, 18).  

b. Marriage: created and designed by God for His glory (Genesis 2:24); designed to 

represent Christ’s public, permanent, intimate union with His bride, the Church 

(Ephesians 5:31-32).  

c. Creation sex: created good and defined by God for his glory, to be enjoyed by 

husband and wife within the covenant of marriage (Genesis 2:24).  

d. Summary: Genesis 1-2 provides the pre-fall blueprint for gender, marriage, and sex; 

Genesis 3-50 reveals the post-fall distortions of gender, marriage, and sex.  

2. Romans 1:18-32: an overview  

a. The problem: in rebellion, man worships created things instead of the Creator (21). 

b. The exchange: the truth about God as Creator is exchanged for a lie (23, 25, 28).  

c. The response: God’s wrath is revealed by his giving sinners over to their sinful 

desires and passions (24, 26, 28).  

d. The result: rebellious sinners commit all manners of unrighteousness, including 

homosexuality, envy, murder, gossiping, boasting, etc 

e. The contemporary objection: Paul is talking about men and women who are 

heterosexual but act “contrary to nature” by engaging in homosexual behavior.  

i. Response: the context of Romans 1 is creatures rebelling against their Creator; 

by “contrary to nature” Paul means nature as God created it to be in the 

beginning (20, 23, 25, 28). Paul assumes the normativity of Genesis1-2.  

3. Lessons from Romans 1 

a. Homosexuality is sinful, but it is not singled out absolutely from other sins (Romans 

1:29-32; 1 Timothy 1:8-11; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10). All sin is, in a sense, “unnatural.”  
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b. Homosexuality, and other sins, is a sign of God’s judgment (18, 24, 26, 28). 

i. God’s grace is revealed alongside of his wrath (1:17-18). 

c. Homosexuality is symptomatic, not causal; therefore, we ought to be sympathetic, not 

callous.  

4. Answering objections 

a. Objection #1: Jesus never mentioned homosexuality.  

i. Response #1: Jesus’ ethic is rooted in creation norms, but homosexuality was 

not a particular issue in Judea and Galilee (Matthew 19). 

ii. Response #2: Jesus does address homosexuality (Mark 7:20-23). “Sexual 

immorality” is the translation of the Greek word porneia which refers to any 

sexual activity outside of marriage. And remember, Jesus also clearly taught 

that marriage was created to be a covenantal union between one man and one 

woman (Mark 10:6-7). 

b. Objections #2: Same-sex desires feel natural for many; therefore these desires must 

be good.  

i. Uncover the assumption: feelings determine ethics (morality).  

ii. The biblical response: our feelings are a part of the problem (Jeremiah 17:9)! 

Our human nature is disordered from its proper design and we need God’s 

word to bring light.  

c. Objection #3: Christians are just picking and choosing which OT laws they want to 

apply.  

i. The NT affirms the perpetual validity of God’s laws pertaining to sexual 

conduct (Paul uses the language of Leviticus 18).  

5. Paul’s model for dealing with sexual immorality in the Church (1 Corinthians 6:13-20) 

a. Your body has a future (6:13-14) 

b. Your body is a member of Christ’s (6:15-18) 

c. Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit (6:19) 

d. Your body is not your own; it was bought with a price (6:19b-20a) 

e. Exhortation: flee sexual immorality and glorify God with your body (16:18a, 20b) 


