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Week 3: God is Independent 

1. Introducing God’s independence 

a. Incommunicable attribute – a characteristic God does not share with us  

b. Aseity (uh-see-i-tee) – God’s existence originates from himself.  Latin: asēitās [ā sē 

“from oneself”] 

i. Other words used to express God’s aseity: independent, self-sufficient, self-

existent. 

c. The two big ideas of God’s independence 

i. God has life in and of himself; he does not derive his existence from anything 

outside himself. 

ii. God is fully satisfied in himself; he stands in need of nothing outside himself. 

2. God’s independence in Scripture 

a. Exodus 3:1-16 – Moses and the burning bush 

i. The divine name: “I AM who I AM” 

ii. The burning bush 

b. New Testament  

John 5:26: For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to 

have life in himself.  

Revelation 1:4: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 

come.  

Revelation 1:8: I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who 

was and who is to come, the Almighty.  

3. Unpacking God’s independence 

a. God’s independence is absolute (Exodus 3:14; Acts 17:25) 

b. God’s character is independent  

c. God’s mind is independent (Isaiah 40:13-14) 

d. God’s will is independent (Daniel 4:35) 

e. God’s power is independent (Isaiah 46:9-10) 

f. God’s love is independent (John 1:1, 18) 
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4. The marvel of the incarnation in light of God’s independence  

2 Corinthians 8:9: For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 

for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.  

 

“All praise to Thee, eternal God, 

Who, clothed in garb of flesh and blood, 

Dost take a manger for Thy throne, 

While worlds on worlds are Thine alone.  

Hallelujah!”  

- Martin Luther  

 

“There He lies, in mighty weakness, 

David’s Lord and David’s Son; 

Creature and Creator meeting, 

Heaven and earth conjoined in one.” 

- Horatius Bonar  

5. Applying God’s independence  

a. We are utterly dependent upon God (Acts 17) 

b. The independence of God should obliterate the fear of man (Exodus 3:14) 

c. God’s independence invalidates the question: “Who made God?” (John 5:26) 

d. God’s independence should humble us in worship  

i. As the “Great I AM,” God owns all things, including us (Psalm 24:1) 

ii. Everything possessed by us comes from God (James 1:17) 

iii. When we give something to God, we give him only what he has first given us.  

iv. When we give something back to God, he is not obligated to recompense us 

(Luke 17:10) 

v. God owes nothing to anyone (Job 41:11) 

vi. So God has no needs (Psalm 50:8-15) 

“God is not worshiped by men’s hands, ‘as if he needed anything.’ He is 

worshiped by men’s hands, but the hands are raised in praise and 

thanksgiving, not to supply the needs of God. He is the one who has given us 

everything: life, breath, times, and places. It is in him that we live and move 

and have our being. We depend utterly on him; he does not depend on us at 

all.” – John Frame, The Doctrine of God 

e. God’s independence magnifies God’s greatness and grace (Exodus 3:1-16) 


