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Week 3: Theology of Gender  

1. The necessity of a theology of gender 

“We believe that what is at stake in human sexuality is the very fabric of life as God wills 

it to be for the holiness of His people and for their saving mission to the world.” - Piper 

2. Understanding how the culture thinks about gender 

a. Gender role equality (Egalitarianism)  

b. Gender confusion (Facebook; Gender-neutral restrooms; “Post-gender societies”) 

c. Gender on a spectrum: M--------------------Intersex----------------------F 

3. A Biblical theology of Complementarianism (Genesis 1-2) 

a. Complementarian: man and woman are equal in humanity but differ as men and 

women in their roles and responsibilities (applied to family and church life). 

b. Gender was created and defined by God before sin entered the world and the 

distinction between man and woman was declared good.   

c. Equality of men and women  

i. God created man male and female (Genesis 1:26-28). 

ii. Equality in the image of God (Genesis 1:27) 

iii. God assigned both man and woman the responsibility to rule over his 

creation (Genesis 1:28). 

d. Differences in roles   

i. The order of creation: God created man before Eve, thus establishing 

Adam as the head and leader of his wife (Genesis 2:21-23). 

ii. God commanded Adam to “work” and to “keep [guard]” (Genesis 2:15) 

“It follows that men were created to employ themselves in some work, and 

not to lie down in activity and idleness. This labor was truly pleasant and 

full of delight, entirely exempt from all trouble and weariness; since, 

however, God ordained that man should be exercised in [cultivation], he 

condemned all indolent repose. Nothing is more contrary to the order of 

nature than to consume life in eating, drinking, and sleeping, while in the 

meantime we propose nothing to ourselves to do…” - Calvin 

iii. God designated Eve to be a “helper” to Adam (Genesis 2:8, 10). 

1. The dignity of the title: God is identified as a helper of his people 

(Genesis 49:25; Exodus 18:4). 
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“If integrity of man had remained to this day such as it was from the 

beginning, that divine institution would be clearly discerned, and the 

sweetest harmony would reign in marriage; because the husband would 

look up with reverence to God; the woman in this would be a faithful 

assistant to him; and both, with one consent, would cultivate a holy, as 

well as a friendly and peaceful intercourse.” – Calvin 

 

iv. The order of accountability: Adam was primarily responsible for breaking 

God’s word in the garden (Genesis 3).  

e. The Fall introduced radical distortions into gender roles (Genesis 3:16b) 

4. Christians in an age of gender confusion 

a. We need to commend a biblical vision of manhood and womanhood.  

i. “This is the way God meant it to be before there was any sin in the world: 

sinless man, full of love, in his tender, strong leadership in relation to 

woman; and sinless woman, full of love, in her joyful, responsive support 

for man’s leadership. No belittling from the man, no groveling from the 

woman. Two intelligent, humble, God-entranced beings living out, in 

beautiful harmony, their unique and different responsibilities. Sin has 

distorted this purpose at every level. We are not sinless any more. But we 

believe that recovery of mature manhood and womanhood is possible by 

the power of God’s Spirit through faith in his promises and in obedience 

to his Word.” – John Piper  

b. We need to reject the ethic that whatever feels right must be good (Jeremiah 17:9) 

i. The present condition of human nature is disordered from its proper 

design, and the true depth of its brokenness is undoubtedly beyond our 

comprehension. We need God’s word to tell us what is true and good.  

ii. WCF 6.2-3: “By [Adam’s] sin, [our first parents] fell from their original 

righteousness and communion with God, and so became dead in sin, and 

wholly defiled in all parts and faculties of soul and body. They being the 

root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed, and the same death 

in sin and corrupted nature conveyed to all their posterity, descending 

from them by ordinary generation.” 

c. We need to keep the power of the gospel central  

i. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11: “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not 

inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually 

immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 

homosexuality, 
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 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 

nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 
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 And such were some of 

you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 


