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Christ in the Covenants of Scripture  

 

1. Goal: to see Christ in the covenants of the Old Testament. 

a. The covenants, taken together, offer us a picture of the person and work of Jesus 

Christ.  

2. The Covenant of Grace 

a. Definition: “Man, by his fall, having made himself incapable of life by that 

covenant, the Lord was pleased to make a second, commonly called the Covenant 

of Grace, whereby He freely offers unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ, 

requiring of them faith in Him, that they may be saved; and promising to give 

unto all those that are ordained unto eternal life His Holy Spirit, to make them 

willing, and able to believe” (WCF 7.3). 

i. The covenants of the Old Testament are administrations of this single 

Covenant of Grace which centers around God saving sinners through faith 

in Jesus Christ.  

3. God’s covenant promise in Genesis 3:15 

a. Genesis 3:15 – the first gospel 

i. This verse provides the context for God’s saving plan which unfolds in the 

rest of Scripture 

b. Genesis 3:15 promises conflict 

i. The seed of Satan vs. the seed of the woman  

c. Genesis 3:15 promises Christ’s victory over Satan 

i. Why did Christ come? 1 John 3:8  

d. Genesis 3:15 directed Old Testament believers to look forward in faith for the day 

when the seed of the woman would come and defeat Satan and put an end to sin.  

4. God’s covenant with Noah (Genesis 6-9) 

a. Noah is a pattern for us to live by (Genesis 6:8-9). 

i. Enoch and Noah walked with God.  

ii. Enoch did not experience death; Noah was spared in the judgment.  

1. God taught his people through the experience of Enoch and Noah 

that the way to escape death brought about by sin is by walking in 

right relationship with him.  

b. Noah is an Old Testament example of a sinner saved by grace.  

i. The fallen human race: Genesis 6:5-7 

ii. The gracious favor of God shown to Noah: Genesis 6:8 

iii. Noah’s response to the grace of God: Genesis 6:9 

c. God’s covenant with Noah contains both redemptive and common grace qualities. 

i. Redemptive: God delivers his people from judgment through his 

appointed refuge (6:18).  

ii. Common grace: God promises to preserve the present world order until his 

purposes are fully complete (8:20-22).  

d. Summary 

i. Sin grieves the heart of God; it angers him to see the way sin ravages his 

creation (Genesis 6:6). 

ii. God’s punishment against sin is perfectly just (Genesis 6:5). 

iii. God provides safe refuge for his people (Genesis 6:18). 
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iv. God saves those who trust him (Genesis 6:9). 

v. God will once again judge the earth, purging it of unrepentant sinners, but 

will protect those who are in his appointed place of refuge (Matthew 

24:36-41). 

5. God’s covenant with Abraham  (Genesis 12, 15, 17, 22) 

a. The promise: a Son who will bring blessing to all nations (Genesis 12:2-3;15:1-6; 

22:18). 

i. What is the blessing promised? Galatians 3:8-9 

ii. Who is the son? Matthew 1:1; Galatians 3:16  

6. God’s covenant with Israel  

a. God’s redemptive pattern: Redemption  Relationship (covenant)  Response  

b. The Passover Lamb  

i. Truths pointing to Christ by the Passover Lamb  

1. God’s anger can only be turned away by a sacrificial substitute 

(Exodus 12:15). 

2. There is safety for those who are “under the blood of the Lamb” 

(Exodus 12:13, 36).  

3. God’s salvation redeems his people from bondage .  

ii. Christ, our Passover Lamb 

1. Exodus 12:46  John 19:36 

2. 1 Corinthians 5:7; Luke 22:1, 7, 8, 15.  

7. God’s covenant with David  

a. God promises to establish David’s throne forever (2 Samuel 7:13, 16). 

i. Fulfillment in Christ: Revelation 11:15-18 

b. God promises to provide rest for his people from their enemies (2 Samuel 7:10-

11). 

i. Fulfillment in Christ: Revelation 21: 23-26. 

8. The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 

a. Promises of the New Covenant 

i. God will write his law on our hearts (31:33). 

ii. God will be our God and we will be his people (33b). 

iii. We will know the Lord (34). 

iv. God will forgive our sin (34). 

9. Summary 

a. Covenant promise made to Adam: Christ will be victoriously defeat Satan; he will 

do what the first Adam failed to do.  

b. Covenant with Noah: Christ will judge the wicked and provide safety for his 

people 

c. Covenant with Abraham: Christ is the seed of Abraham who brings blessing to 

the nations 

d. Covenant with Israel: Christ is our Passover Lamb who redeems us from the 

bondage of sin and who deserves our unreserved obedience.  

e. Covenant with David: Christ is our King who defeats our enemies and subdues 

our rebel hearts.  

f. New Covenant: Christ institutes the New Covenant, making these promises a 

reality for God’s people.  


