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Principle 3: Gently Restore 

1. Two questions raised by Matthew 18:15 

a. What is the goal of confronting a fellow believer? 

i. The goal of confronting: repentance, restoration, and reconciliation 

(Matthew 18:15b; Galatians 6:1). 

b. When should we go? Questions to ask before going: 

i. Is the sin dishonoring to God? (Romans 2:23-24) 

ii. Is the sin damaging your relationship? (2 Corinthians 13:11) 

iii. Is the sin hurting others? (1 Corinthians 5:1-6) 

iv. Is the sin hurting the offender? (Proverbs 27:5-6; James 5:19-20) 

v. Am I willing to receive correction when I go? (Proverbs 15:5, 31; 17:10) 

2. Principles for communication (Proverbs 12:18) 

a. Let your speech be grace-filled (1 Corinthians 1:2-9; Colossians 3:12).  

b. Be quick to listen (Proverbs 18:13; 15:28; James 1:19). 

c. Speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). 

d. Plan your words in advance (2 Samuel 12). 

e. Avoid absolute statements (James 3:17). 

3. Matthew 18:15-20: An overview of the peacemaking process 

a. Step one: overlook minor offenses (Matthew 6:14; Ephesians 4:32). 

b. Step two: talk in private (Proverbs 25:9; Matthew 18:15). 

c. Step three: take one or two others along (Matthew 18:16; 1 Corinthians 6). 

d. Step four: tell it to the church (Matthew 18:17). 

e. Step five: treat him like a Gentile and a tax collector (Matthew 18:17). 

4. Answering questions about step five 

a. What does treating “him as a Gentile and a tax collector” mean? 

b. What motivates church discipline? (Hebrews 12:7-11) 

Principle 4: Go and Be Reconciled 

1. Forgive as the Lord has forgiven you (Colossians 3:13); our forgiveness is patterned after 

God’s forgiveness.  

a. What forgiveness is and is not 

i. Forgiveness is not a feeling; it is a choice of the will (Jeremiah 31:34b). 
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ii. Forgiveness is not forgetting (passive); it is consciously pardoning an 

offense (1 Corinthians 13:5). 

iii. Forgiveness is not excusing; it is acknowledging wrong done and 

removing the debt (Psalm 103:12). 

b. Biblical words for forgiveness 

i. Aphiemi – to let go or pardon (Matthew 6:12, 14-15) 

ii. Charizomai – to graciously forgive or cancel a debt owed (Ephesians 

4:32) 

c. The four promises of forgiveness (Ken Sande) 

i. “I will not dwell on the incident.” 

ii. “I will not bring up this incident again in order to use it against you.” 

iii. “I will not talk to others about this incident.” 

iv. “I will not let this incident stand between us or hinder our relationship.” 

d. Forgive in three areas 

i. Forgive in thought. 

ii. Forgive in word. 

iii. Forgive in deed. 

 


