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The Council of Nicea  

1. Background to the Nicene Council (325 AD) 

a. The Great Persecution under Emperor Diocletian (303-311) 

b. The Battle of the Milvian Bridge (October 28, 312) 

c. The Edict of Milan (313) 

d. Excursus: church growth in the early church (Acts 2:38-47; 8:3-4) 

i. The Lord’s work  

1. The Lord called through the preached Word 

2. The Lord added 

ii. The Church 

1. Devoted to apostolic teaching 

2. Committed to fellowship 

3. Broke bread together 

4. Devoted to praying together 

5. Stood in awe of God 

6. Cared for one another 

7. Proclaimed the gospel (Acts 8:3-4) 

2. The Issue at the Nicene Council 

a. Arianism 

i. Arius: “The Son has a beginning, but God is without beginning.”  

ii. Constantine’s address: “Dissension in the church is worse than war. When I 

gained my victories over my enemies I thought nothing remained for me but to 

give thanks to God. But when I learned contrary to all my expectations that 

there were divisions among you, then I solemnly considered them and 

considered that these discords might be healed with my assistance. I 

summoned you here without delay. I rejoice to see you all, yet I will be more 
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pleased to see unity and affection among you. I entreat you, therefore, beloved 

ministers of God to remove the causes of dissension among you and establish 

peace.”  

3. The Nicene Creed  

a. Terms in the Arian Controversy 

i. Ousia – substance 

ii. Heteroousios -  

iii. Homoiousios - 

iv. Homoousia - 

b. Declarations of the Council  

i. The Son is fully God. 

ii. The Son is coeternal with the Father; he had no beginning. 

iii. The Son shares the Father’s nature.  

 

 


