
Trinity PCA Sunday School  The Road to Emmaus 

Class #2  September 15, 2013    

How does the law point us to Christ? 

1. The three categories of law  

a. The moral law 

i. Larger Catechism Q. 93 What is the moral law? The moral law is the 

declaration of the will of God to mankind, directing and binding everyone 

to personal, perfect, and perpetual conformity and obedience thereunto, in 

the frame and disposition of the whole man, soul and body, and in 

performance of all those duties of holiness and righteousness which he 

owes to God and man: promising life upon fulfilling, and threatening 

death upon the breach of it. 

b. The ceremonial law 

i. WCF, 19.3: “Beside the law, commonly called moral, God was pleased to 

give to the people of Israel, as a church under age, ceremonial laws, 

containing several typical ordinances [visible signs], partly of worship, 

prefiguring Christ, his graces, actions, sufferings, and benefits; and partly 

holding forth divers instructions of moral duties. All which ceremonial are 

now abrogated [done away with], under the New Testament.” 

c. The judicial law 

i. WCF 19.4: “To them also [Israel] as a body politic, he gave sundry 

judicial laws, which expired together with the State of that People; no 

obliging any other now, further than the general equity thereof may 

require.” 

2. Five ways to see Christ in the moral law 

a. The giving of the moral law highlights Christ’s presence and active involvement 

in the OT.  

b. The moral law reveals us the Character of Christ: Since the moral law expounds 

the character of God, the moral law reveals the character of Christ as God. 

c. The moral law sheds light on Christ’s obedience during his earthly ministry. 

d. The moral law exposes our Need for Christ: The moral law points out man’s 

desperate need for Christ. 

e. The moral law is a guide for those who love Christ. 

3. Christ in the ceremonial law 

a. General truths taught by the ceremonial law 

i. The ceremonial law teaches us that sin is serious and that atonement is 

costly.  
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ii. The ceremonial law teaches the principle of substitution. 

iii. The ceremonial law reveals the inability of bulls and goats to take away 

human sin (Hebrews 9:24-26; 10:1-4) 

b. Types of sacrifices in the Old Testament 

i. Annual sacrifices 

1. Passover Lamb (Exodus 12) 

2. Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16) 

ii. Five types of sacrifices in Leviticus  

1. Burnt offering: total consecration 

2. Grain offering: thanksgiving offering 

3. Fellowship offering: communion with God 

4. Sin offering: atonement for sin 

5. Guilt offering: atonement and freedom from guilt 

4. Judicial law 

a. Jesus fulfilled the law by bearing the curse of the law in our place (Deuteronomy 

21:22-23; Galatians 3:13).  

 


