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Week 2: God is Spirit  

1. The object of worship: “God is spirit”  

a. God is immaterial; he doesn’t have a body (Isaiah 31:3) 

Isaiah 31:3: “The Egyptians are man, and not God, and their horses are flesh, 

and not spirit.”  

i. Anthropomorphism – using human characteristics to describe what God is like 

(Exodus 7:5; Numbers 6:24-25; Psalm 34:15) 

b. God is invisible (John 1:18; 1 John 4:12; Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; 6:16) 

“There is but one only living and true God, who is infinite in perfection, a most pure 

spirit, invisible” (WCF 2.1). 

 

John 1:18: “No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he 

has made him known.”  

Colossians 1:15: “He is the image of the invisible God…” 

1 Timothy 1:17: “To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 

and glory forever and ever. Amen.”  

1 Timothy 6:16: “who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, 

whom no one has ever seen or can see.” 

Matthew 5:8: “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 

Theophany – a visible manifestation of God 

Exodus 33:20: “‘But,’ he said,’ “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me 

and live.’”  

Genesis 32:30: “So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, ‘For I 

have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.’” 

John 1:14: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 

seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 

truth.” 

John 17:24: “Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be 

with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you 

loved me before the foundation of the world.” 

i. “Forgive me, Lord, for doubting your presence just because I cannot see you. 

I too often do what I want, not considering you, because you are invisible to 

my human eyes. I have not even appreciated that you are apparent in creation 

and especially in your written Word. I repent and will look for you in 

everything” (Rosemary Jenkins, Praying the Attributes of God). 
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c. God is personal  

i. “By spirit we mean the subject to which the attributes of intelligence, feelings, 

and will belong. Where these unite, there is distinct personality.”  

d. God’s spiritual nature determines how he is to be worshiped 

2. The purity of worship: “Those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”  

a. Worship in spirit 

i. Worship enabled by the Holy Spirit   

ii. Worship with our spirit (i.e. sincere worship from the heart) [Psalm 27:4; 

42:1-2; 63:1-8; 73:25-28; 84:1, 2, 4,10-12] 

“O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my 

flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
2
 So I 

have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. 
3
 

Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 
4
 So I 

will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my hands. 
5
 My soul 

will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, and my mouth will praise you with 

joyful lips, 
6
 when I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the 

watches of the night; 
7
 for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your 

wings I will sing for joy. 
8
 My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.” 

iii. Worship in a spiritual way 

1. Spiritual worship is simple  

“[Simple] worship is universally valid. It can be conducted and 

enjoyed at any place, at any time, whatever the income, education, or 

technological prowess of those involved. It can be conducted in an 

igloo in Alaska, a grass hut in the Congo, or in a grand cathedral in 

Paris.” – Terry Johnson 

b. Worship in truth  

i. Worship God according to Scripture 

John 4:24: “You worship what you do not know.” 

Exodus 32:4: “And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with 

a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, ‘These are your gods, O 

Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 

Leviticus 10:1-2: “Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his 

censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered unauthorized fire 

before the LORD, which he had not commanded them. And fire came out from 

before the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.” 


