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Week 1: Knowing God: Class Introduction 

1. Reasons to study God’s character  

a. Knowing God’s character teaches us to think big thoughts about God while we live in 

a culture that trains us to think big thoughts about ourselves and little about God. 

b. Knowing God’s character grounds God’s people. 

c. Knowing God’s character is doctrine for life.  

2. Unbalanced models 

a. Separating the hands from the head and heart: “I just want to be practical.” 

b. Separating the heart from the head and the hands: “I love Jesus and that’s all that 

matters.” 

c. Separating the head from the heart and hands: “I read theology to be smart.” 

3. A balanced model  

a. We want to know, love, and obey God (Philippians 1:9-11) 

“Theology [head] is for doxology [heart] and devotion [hands] – that is the praise of 

God and the practice of godliness.” 

4. Growing in our knowledge of God 

a. Knowledge of God is personal 

“True knowledge of God is not learned from books (although they may help us); it is not 

learned in school or seminary (although they should encourage it). It is not merely 

increased information (although such information should stimulate it). No, the knowledge 

of God is a personal knowledge…It is received by those alone who seek to know Him in a 

spirit of dependence upon Him, and who ask for His Spirit to lead them into the truth.” – 

Sinclair Ferguson, A Heart for God 

b. Knowledge of God is at the heart of salvation (John 17:3; Jeremiah 24:7) 

c. Knowledge of God preserves us from sin (Isaiah 1:3; Hosea 4:6) 

d. Knowledge of God is essential to Christian growth (2 Peter 1:1-3; Colossians 1:9-10) 

e. Knowledge of God is our greatest privilege (Jeremiah 9:23-24) 

5. A primer on attributes  

a. We only know what God reveals (Deuteronomy 29:29) 

b. God is his attributes.  

c. What God is (good, holy, just, eternal, etc.), he is wholly so.  


