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The Christian’s Hope: Christ’s Resurrection and Our Resurrection  

1. The contexts of Corinth and the 21
st
 century Western world  

a. Moral and religious continuity: ethical chaos and religious ‘spirituality’ 

b. Intellectual continuity: man’s reason reigns as the final arbiter of truth  

2. The resurrection of Christ lies at the very heart of the Christian gospel (15:1-4) 

a. The gospel is… 

 

 

 

 

3. The resurrection of Christ was confirmed by a wide variety of reliable witnesses (15:5-8) 

a. The formerly doubting apostles (15:5) 

b. Five hundred brothers (15:6) 

c. A relative of Jesus (15:7) 

d. A former antagonist of Jesus (15:8)  

4. The resurrection is an all or nothing matter (15:12-22)  

a. What would be lost if Christ has not been raised (15:13-19)? 

i. Preaching would be in vain (15:14). 

ii. Christianity would be worthless and we would still be in our sins (15:14b, 17). 

1. “The resurrection is the Father’s ‘amen’ to the cross.” – D. F. Kelly 

iii. Those who have died have perished (15:18).  

b. What are the implications of Christ’s resurrection for the Christian life (15:20-34)?  

i. Christ is the “firstfruits” of those who have died (15:20b-22). 

ii. The resurrection makes every ounce of suffering in the Christian life worth it 

(15:30-32). 

iii. The resurrection redirects the whole of your ethical life to do Christ’s will for 

his glory (15:33-34). 
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“‘The methods and canons of credibility with which the secular historian works are strictly appropriate 

only to the kind of historical happening in a world still schematized to the conditions and determinations 

of sin and guilt, and therefore are not properly or adequately applicable to the resurrection event that 

triumphs over them in the redemption of time and history. 

The kind of time we have in this passing world is the time of an existence that crumbles away into the 

dust, time that runs backwards into nothingness. Hence the kind of historical happening we have in this 

world is happening that decays and to that extent is illusory, running away into the darkness and 

forgetfulness of the past. As happening within this kind of time, and as event within this kind of history, 

the resurrection, by being what it is, resists and overcomes corruption and decay, and is therefore a new 

kind of historical happening which instead of tumbling down into the grave and oblivion rises out of the 

death of what is past into continuing being and reality. This is temporal happening that runs not 

backwards but forwards, and overcomes all illusion and privation or loss of being…Hence while the 

resurrection is an event that happened once for all, it remains continuous live happening within history, 

and must therefore be interpreted as running against the patterned stream of history, or the secular 

framework of our space and time.’ 

What the Almighty God did in the original creation of all things out of nothing, and what he does in the 

new creation when he triumphantly raised his Son as ‘the first-fruits of them that slept’, cannot be 

perceived by means of the canons of secular historiography.”
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“The Exaltation of Christ is the most glorious event that ever happened; it makes an old and dying world 

fresh and new; full of never-ending life. Christ’s exaltation is the basis of the continuing existence of the 

Church, and – along with the saving events of the humiliation which preceded it – is the content of the 

gladsome message that the Church seeks to communicate to all humankind in its universal mission, to the 

ends of the earth and to the end of the age. It follows immediately upon the humiliation of Christ, and is 

the reward of the Father gladly paid for all that the Son had willingly accomplished. As has been said, the 

resurrection is the Father’s ‘Amen’ to the cross.”
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The Apostles’ Creed: Professing Faith in the Gospel 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the virgin Mary. 

      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried; 

      he descended to hell. 

      The third day he rose again from the dead. 

      He ascended to heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy catholic* church, 

      the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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